
The Bible - God’s Word – Let’s get this out of the way right now; most people, even people who 
consider themselves Christian, don’t read the Bible. I think there are probably four main reasons. The first is a 
question of relevance. Many people calling themselves Christian believe the Bible is archaic. They think it’s out 
of date and out of touch with today’s problems and issues, with nothing to say to this generation. This might 
be because the concept of Absolute Truth has been demoted to the realm of Relativism. As a consequence, 
our moral and ethical behavior has become “relative”; relative to the immediate situation. Thus, “situational 
ethics” is born, now to be our guiding light. People don’t want to hear about sin and its consequence, but the 
sin of today is the same sin as six thousand years ago; it’s only packaged differently sometimes. For me, God’s 
truth is still absolute and His revelation and truth are still relevant in my life. 

The second reason is that most people think the Bible is not historically reliable or authoritative. Even 
though monthly, it seems, archeologists dig up more proof confirming the biblical record of history, some 
people continue having trouble believing the biblical reports of miracles or any supernatural activity. Also, 
some people condemn the probable exaggerated reports and accuse the biblical authors of outright lying. 
And, of course, many people see how others misuse the Bible to make it say whatever they want it to. Frankly, 
I can’t blame them for that one. Ultimately, each of us believes just what we want to. Weigh the “facts”, 
consider the source, study history, and search your heart. Either the Bible is worth learning to read and study 
correctly or it’s not. 

The third reason is no time or energy. This is one we all struggle with. We all have to decide for ourselves 
where God’s word fits on our priority list. God’s word is essential and worth a high priority. 

The fourth reason is that some folks just don’t’ read well, or reading is difficult for them. Here is a problem 
that is more widespread than you might think. Now, if you can improve your reading skills, don’t let anything 
stand in your way. Use whatever means you have to build up your vocabulary and comprehension. If you 
really are unable to improve your reading skills then find a way to get audio versions of the Bible and listen to 
them as much as possible. Also, try to find a small group of people with whom you can join for discussion and 
study. Even though you don’t read well, as a Spirit filled believer you can still participate and contribute. 

So, why read or study the Bible? The answer is really simple, but not easy: God wants to communicate His 
will for you personally to you personally, but it’s not exactly free. In order to understand God’s word and will 
for you personally, you must be willing to give Him three very valuable things. God requires your time – time 
to read, study, meditate, argue, question, debate, search and seek out God’s truth. God requires your 
submission – submission to His rule and authority in your life. And God requires your commitment – 
commitment to His kingdom, His righteousness, and His holy name.  

The three things God most wants from us are the very things we seem least able or willing to give. But, if 
we see our time in God’s word as our personal time with Him alone, then we should prepare to hear from Him 
and learn what He wants us to know. Time or the lack thereof, is a big issue for all of us.  

Every individual in every generation must, through his own searching, questioning, and struggling decide 
for himself what he believes and how then he will behave. But where does one gather information to make 
such an important decision? We gather information from parents and friends and people from whom we most 
want respect and admiration. We gather information from books, magazines, and even our own imaginations. 
But, we as Christians must realize that our ultimate source of information is the Holy Spirit of God and His 
inspired Scriptures. For us it is not just true but Objective Truth. It is not just relevance we seek but Revelation 
from the Living God. 
 


